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Division 5. General Definitions 
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Adopted June 22, 2021 | Effective September 1, 2021 | Amended November 12, 2024 

Short-term rental 

The provision of a room or space that is suitable or intended for occupancy for dwelling, sleeping, or 

lodging purposes, for a period of fewer than 30 consecutive days, in exchange for a charge for the 

occupancy. 

Short-term rental, hosted stay 

A short-term rental during which the homeowner is present in the dwelling. 

Short-term rental, unhosted stay 

A short-term rental during which the homeowner is not present in the dwelling.  

Short-term renter 

Any person permitted to occupy a short-term rental for a period of fewer than 30 consecutive days, in 

exchange for a charge for the occupancy, and any companions or guests of such person. 

Sidewalk 

A hard-surfaced walk or raised path and any curb ramps or blended transitions along and generally 

paralleling the side of the streets for pedestrians. Sidewalks do not include the curb or gutter structures. 

Sight distance triangle 

A triangular area that is included between the lines of an intersecting public street or private driveway, 

extended to the point where the lines intersect, and, at points on each line 20 feet distant from that 

point for a public street or 10 feet distant for a private driveway, a straight line connecting them. 

Sign 

Any device (writing, letters, numerals, illustration, emblem, symbol, trademark, device, figure or 

character) visible to and designed to communicate information to persons in a public area. The term 

         le on the site of the display. 

Sign, attached 

A sign attached to or painted on the outside wall of a building or structure. 

Sign, detached 

A sign not attached to or painted on a building, but permanently affixed to the ground or to a post, 

pylon, fence, or wall that is not part of a building. 

Sign, monument 

A detached sign that is either: 1) a solid structure made of brick, stone, concrete or similar durable 

material; or 2) constructed on or connected directly to a solid supporting foundation made of brick, 

stone, concrete or similar durable material, with no separation between the sign and the base and where 

the width of the base is at least 90 percent of the width of the sign. 

Sign, outdoor advertising 

A detached or attached sign and supporting sign structure, including a billboard, which advertises or 

directs the attention of the general public to a profession or business conducted, or to a commodity, 

service, activity or entertainment sold or offered, which is located off the premises on which the sign is 

located. 

Sign permit 

See Sec. 24-2311, Sign Permit. 
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Sign, temporary 

A sign not intended for permanent display and not permanently fixed to the ground or a structure, 

usually constructed of cloth, canvas, vinyl, paper, fabric, or other lightweight material. 

Sign, window 

A sign visible outside the window or door and attached to or within 18 inches in front of or behind the 

surface of a window or door. 

Site plan 

See Sec. 24-2315, Site Plan 

Solar energy equipment 

Equipment for the collection of solar energy or its conversion to electrical energy for use on the same 

property, or for incidental sale to a public utility, when that equipment is accessory to a principal use of 

the property. Components are typically mounted on the roof of one or more buildings, but may be 

mounted on other structures, or on the ground. 

Specified anatomical areas 

Less than completely and opaquely covered human genitals, pubic region, buttock, or female breast 

below a point immediately above the top of the areola; or human male genitals in a discernibly turgid 

state, even if completely and opaquely covered.  

Specified sexual activities 

Human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal; sexual intercourse or sodomy; or fondling or 

other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region, buttock or female breast, including masturbation. 

State 

Of or referring to the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

Steep slopes 

Any land area within a resource management area (RMA) which rises or falls at a rate of 20 feet or more 

per 100 feet as measured in the horizontal plane. 

Story 

That portion of a building included between the surface of any floor and either (1) the surface of the 

floor immediately above it or (2) or the ceiling immediately above it if there is no floor immediately 

above it. 

Street 

A dedicated public thoroughfare which affords the principal means of access to abutting property, 

including road, highway, drive, lane, avenue, place, boulevard, or any other thoroughfare. This definition 

does not include an alley or any public right-of-way less than 30 feet in width. 

Street, local 

Streets having the function of providing direct access to abutting land and to the collector system.  

Street, major arterial 

   

Street, major collector 

   


