
Welcome!

Today’s topic:

Landscaping and Curb Appeal



Today’s schedule
• Curb appeal

• Lawn care basics

• Henrico County maintenance code requirements

• Break

• Selecting, planting, and pruning trees and shrubs

• Protecting your property from crime

Please keep questions until the end of each session



Sprucing up your Home’s 
Curb Appeal

Betty Fulgham, Henrico County Extension Master Gardener
Karen Carter, Henrico County Extension Office 



Sprucing up your Home’s Curb Appeal:  
Before and After



Sprucing up your Home’s Curb Appeal:
Before and After

Make a plan!
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Before and After



Sprucing up your Home’s Curb Appeal:  

Vertical interest



Sprucing up your Home’s Curb 
Appeal:  Border interest



Assessing your home’s current  curb appeal 
from 1 to 10!

Keep in mind the big picture of 
your home and yard.  All aspects 
must fit together to yield the best 

results.

• 1 being less than optimum

• 10 being the best curb appeal!



Assessing your home’s current curb appeal 
from 1-10

VISION FOR YOUR YARD

1. Decrease lawn area?  Re-establish type of 
grass?

2. Add specimen trees?
3. Plant new shrubs and/or re-design flower 

beds?
4. Change type or color of mulch?
5. Install or remove walkway?   
6. Add stone/brick retaining wall?
7. Paint or replace front door?
8. Add or improve lighting of landscape 

or home?
8.  Other?



Assessing your home’s current curb 
appeal from 1-10

Vision to reflect 4 Seasons Virginia enjoys

• SPRING: flowering shrubs, trees, and bulbs

• SUMMER: annuals, perennials, flowering shrubs, and 
trees

• FALL: annuals, perennials, flowering shrubs, and trees

• WINTER: flowering shrubs (deciduous hollies, 
Sasanqua camellias, etc.  Interesting bark and 
scaffolding of trees (Crepe myrtle, Mahonia,
Nandina, River birches, etc.)



Assessing your home’s current curb appeal from 1-10

ENTRANCE OF YOUR HOME

The entrance for your home “sets the stage.”  It should be 
obvious and as inviting as possible.

• Is there more than one door on the front of your home?  If so, is 
it obvious which serves as the entrance door?

• Are the front door and surrounding areas bright and inviting?

1. Color of door

2.  Numbers easy to read

3.  Sufficient lighting

4. Steps and rails
safe and attractive

5. Mortar pointed

6. Mailbox and mailbox area

7.  Security:  Size and plant placement



Entrance to your home
• Focal point

• House number

• Lighting

• Steps

• Plantings

• Anything you 
would change?



Entrance to Home



Assessing your home’s current curb 
appeal from 1-10

OVERALL UPKEEP OF HOME AND LANDSCAPING

• HOME: paint, roof, windows, shutters, deck 
porch, gutters, chimney, and lighting in good 
repair?  Does it need to be washed?  

• LANDSCAPING:  pruning, trimming, 
deadheading, watering, feeding, pest and 
disease control, and other aspects being 
properly maintained?

• LAWN: mowing, edging, over-seeding, 
fertilizing, liming, dethatching, watering, pest 
and disease control, and being properly 
maintained?



Right Plant, Right Place

Right Plant

• Size
• Now?
• Five years from now?

• Growth rate

• Soil (pH)/drainage

• Sunny/shade requirements

• Wind tolerance?

• Water requirements

• Native vs. exotic or non-

indigenous

Right Place

• Do not try to fit a round 
peg into a square space!

• Do your research
- Books and/or Internet

- Garden center

- Visit gardens (LGB, 
Maymont, etc. )

- Extension Office of
Henrico County

“Survive vs. Thrive”



Assessing your home’s current curb appeal 
from 1-10

Your Yard
Realize that your yard may contain many microcosms!

• Soil composition may differ throughout the yard

• Need a current soil test?

• Sun and shade areas?

• Grading? Drainage? Irrigation? Erosion?

• Current plantings?

• Limitations? (Fences, sheds, power lines, others?)



Assessing your home’s current curb appeal 
from 1-10

• Health and Appearance

• Appropriate type for lawn conditions?

• Maintenance of lawn
• Professional service or DIY

• Timeliness of maintenance

• SMART Lawns Program  (acronym)

Lawn or Grass



Assessing current curb appeal from 1-10

• Tree limbs overhanging too much?

• Trees that have outgrown their 
space?

• Trees in decline or exhibiting pest 
infestation?

• Need new specimen trees?

• Tree Smarts Program

TREES



Assessing your home’s current curb appeal 
from 1-10

Caring for mature trees

Trees have life spans!

As they age, they may need extra TLC.

• Prune as needed.

• Extreme weather is harder for them.
Mulch to the drip line of the tree to help.

• Fertilize and water if needed.

• Watch for diseases and pest infestations 
even more vigilantly.



Pruning and Trimming 



Trimming and Pruning



Trimming and Pruning



Trimming and Pruning

Aesthetics and Safety



Assessing your home’s current curb appeal 
from 1-10

SHRUBS AND FLOWERS

• Dead or overgrown shrubs or flowers?

• Plantings appropriate for soil, space 
(“right plant, right place”), sun, or shade?

• New or additional shrubs or flower 
beds needed?

• Placement of any plantings and/or 
pots and urns for added color or 
beauty?



Container Gardening



Container Gardening



Container Gardening



Container Gardening



Thriller, Filler, Spiller

One plane/level
“Thriller”

Two planes/levels
“Thriller and spiller”

Three planes/levels
“Thriller, filler, and 

spiller”



Container Gardening

Seasonal pots

Groupings of pots

Variety of pots



Assessing your home’s current curb 
appeal from 1-10

MULCH

• Provides uniformity in look AND protects 
your plantings.

• Is the mulch too deep?

• Is mulch or more mulch needed?



MULCH



Volcano Mulching:  A disaster 
waiting to happen!



Pine Bark Hardwood chips

Pine Straw Leaves to be mulched

MULCH



Assessing your home’s current curb 
appeal from 1-10

HARDSCAPE
Hardscape can add both beauty and functionality 

to your home.

• If it exists, is it in good repair for 
both safety and appeal?

• If it exists is more or less needed?

• If there is none, could your yard 
benefit from some?



Hardscape



Aesthetic Benefits

Attractive landscapes make people 
feel better

• Security and 
Safety

• Shade

• Privacy

• Reduce wind

• Reduce odor

• Pollution 
control



Conservation Benefits
• Erosion control

• Water quality

• Slope stabilization

• Temperature

• Habitat for wildlife



Assessing your home’s current curb 
appeal from 1-10

BUDGET FOR TIME:
Timeline for completion and maintenance.

• TIME: Of the 168 hours in a week (approximately 

112 waking hours), how many do you intend 
spending to reach your vision or plan?  Be realistic! 

• How much time is needed for weekly upkeep
of yard and home?

• Will it be DIY or will professional help be 
needed?



Assessing your home’s current curb 
appeal from 1-10

BUDGET FOR MONEY

• MONEY: How much money have you 
allotted to spend on your vision or 
plan?

• How much do you intend to spend 
seasonally, yearly?

• Consider perennials, annuals, shrubs, 
mulch, replacement plantings, tree 
removal, professional lawn and/or 
landscaping costs, others?



Assessing your home’s current curb appeal 
from 1-10

TIME AND MONEY BUDGETS REALISTIC? 

• SCOPE OF PROJECT:

• Consider your time and money resources over the 
next five years:

• TIME: Retirement may yield more time, but 
provide less money.

• HELP: Can you do the work alone?
Do you have a friend or relative to help?   

• HEALTH: May impact both time and money 
available for home maintenance.



Assessing your home’s current curb 
appeal from 1-10

TIME AND MONEY BUDGETS REALISTIC? 

• SCOPE OF PROJECT:

Now that you have considered 
many of the aspects of improving your 
home’s curb appeal:

• Do you need to re-evaluate your vision 
or plans?

• Remember that small changes
can yield a big impact if well 
planned and executed!



Revised Plan
Three Aspects to consider

Think of what someone approaching your home sees 
first and concentrate on those things.  

1. Front door:
• Paint or replace
• Deadbolt locks 
• Windows shutters (locks, screens, access from 

outside)
• Numbers
• Lighting

2. Walkways

3. Plantings around front door
(pots/urns or planted in the ground)



Assessing your home’s current curb appeal 
from 1-10

Sources
HGTV and Southern Living for many of the pictures.

The Value of Landscaping, Virginia Cooperative Extension, 
Publication 426-721.

The Effects of Landscape Plants on Perceived Home Value, Virginia 
Cooperative Extension, Publication 426-087. 

How much value does landscaping add to your home when selling?, 
“The Washington Post,” April 1, 2015, by Jill Chodorov.

A study of home sales in Greenville, South Carolina.

Landscaping:  A Good Investment, by Bob Vila.

Henrico Landscape Design Presentation, Master Gardeners.

Purdue University website.

Best Plants for Virginia by Richard Nunnally and Laura Peters.

Manual of Woody Landscape Plants by Michael A. Dirr.



Contact Information

Virginia Cooperative 
Extension

Henrico County Office

P. O. Box 90775

Richmond, VA 23273-0775

(804) 501-5160

Henrico Human Services 
Building, Second Floor

8600 Dixon Powers Drive

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.

Virginia Cooperative Extension 
Website

http://www.ext.vt.edu

Henrico Extension Office 
Websites

http://Henrico.us/extension

http://offices.ext.vt.deu/henrico



Contact Information
• Horticulture Helpline:

A team of trained Master Gardeners are available to help 
answer gardening and pest questions, and solve problems 
using current research-based information.

• SMART Lawn Program:

SMART Lawns is a seasonal, comprehensive program that 
teaches a step-by-step approach to building healthy lawns 
and provides participants a plan tailored to fit their specific 
lawn-care needs.

• Tree Smarts Program:

The Henrico County Master Gardeners in conjunction with 
the Henrico Extension Office, offer assistance to Henrico 
residents providing on-site consultations regarding the care 
and health of trees.



VCE MISSION STATEMENT

“. . . enables people to improve their lives through 
an educational process that uses scientific 
knowledge focused on issues and needs.”


