MAGISTRATE

DESCRIPTION

Magistrates are neutral judiciary officers who specialize in probable cause hearings and bail procedure. Magistrates
take sworn testimony from certified law enforcement and citizens to determine if there is probable cause for
Criminal Charges, and/or Emergency Protective Orders. Magistrates also are able to issue Search Warrants for law
enforcement if there is probable cause. Magistrates consider citizen sworn testimony and mental/medical health
professionals’ recommendations for the issuance of Mental/Medical Emergency Custody Orders and Temporary
Detention Orders. Magistrates are also very involved in the bail process. Magistrates set pre-arraignment bonds,
take bond money, and deposit bond money. Magistrates also issue commitment orders, release orders, and
recognizances. Magistrates go through certification school and require continual education to ensure that their
execution of all these procedures is in accordance with the Virginia State Code. The Henrico Magistrate’s Office is an
everyday at all hour’s operation that ensures impartial judicial consideration is always available in the County of
Henrico.

OBJECTIVES

e To provide efficient, unbiased, and professional services to law enforcement officers, mental health
professionals, and citizens.

e To cooperate with the Sheriff’s department to try to develop a more efficient means of committing
defendants and releasing those who have posted bonds.

BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS

Funding this fiscal year continues to support the daily operation of an office that, when fully staffed, has 13
Magistrates, including the Chief Magistrate. There are no County paid positions assigned to this office, as the 13
magistrate positions are State employees. The County does provide space, furnishings, and operating expenses for
the Magistrate’s office. The FY26 budget is increasing by $1,400 from the previous fiscal year, a 22.3% increase, to
provide additional funding for office supplies, the annual Henrico Magistrate’s Office District Meeting, and a
shredding contract.

ANNUAL FISCAL PLAN SUMMARY

FY24 FY25 FY26 Change
Description Actual Original Approved 25-26
Personnel S - S - S - 0.0%
Operation 5,716 6,286 7,686 22.3%
Capital - - - 0.0%
Total S 5,716 S 6,286 S 7,686 22.3%
Personnel Complement* N/A N/A N/A N/A

* Full-time personnel expenses are paid by the Commonwealth of Virginia and are not reflected in the County's
personnel complement.
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