Proposed A-2 Agricultural Zoning District — Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
1. What is the purpose of the new A-2 zoning district?

The A-2 district is intended to maintain a lower-density rural character in specific parts of
the county by increasing minimum lot size and width requirements for new subdivisions.
This helps preserve the existing development pattern and reduce development pressure

from the division of larger parcels.

2. Does this change affect my home's use or agricultural activities?

No. Existing homes, farming activities, and other permitted A-1 uses may continue
unchanged, provided other development standards for the Agricultural districts are met.
The update primarily impacts future subdivision potential, not existing land uses.

3. What are the new minimum lot standards in A-2?
Under the proposed A-2 district:
e Minimum lot size increases from 1 acre to 5 acres.
¢ Minimum lot width increases from 150 feet to 300 feet.
These standards apply only to newly created lots.
3. Where does the A-2 district apply?

The A-2 zoning district applies only to properties currently zoned A-1 that are located
generally east of I-295. No other A-1-zoned areas in the county are affected.

4. How can | confirm whether my property falls within the A-2 area?

A map has been posted by the Planning Department showing all that fall within the
proposed A-2 district and can be found here:
https://henrico.gov/pdfs/planning/ProposedA-2AgriculturalDistrictMap.pdf.

If you need assistance confirming your parcel, Planning staff can help.

6. If my lot was already considered buildable under A-1 standards, do | still have a
buildable lot?

The 5-acre minimum applies only when creating new lots. If your lot is already legally
established and buildable, you may still develop it regardless of size. Two categories of
existing lots remain buildable:

1. Lotsin arecorded subdivision that met zoning standards at the time the
subdivision was recorded.


https://henrico.gov/pdfs/planning/ProposedA-2AgriculturalDistrictMap.pdf

2. Lots created on a plat not approved by the county prior to January 1, 1960 would
be buildable provided the lot is at least 30,000 square feet in area and 150 feet in
width and the proposed home can meet current building setback requirements.

7. How does this affect the ability to subdivide property?
This is the most significant change.

 Properties over 2 acres that could previously be subdivided under A-1 standards
may no longer qualify for subdivision under A-2.

e Many parcels that currently meet A-1 criteria for subdivision will no longer be eligible
because they do not meet the new 5-acre minimum lot size and 300-foot minimum
width requirements.

8. What if | already started a subdivision application?

To remain valid under the current A-1 standards, a subdivision must receive approval
before the ordinance change takes effect. Applications that are still in process but have
not yet been approved at the time the new ordinance is adopted will be required to meet
the A-2 standards.

10. Who can | contact with additional questions?

Planning Department staff can provide parcel-specific guidance and walk you through how
the change affects your property. Please reach out at (804) 501-4602.



