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Wt I 1 byway is thattt Cwhoa trar et
typically have plenty of time; they’'ve got plenty of money. They're happy to spend
it. They want the experience. And they’re going to come in, spend the money,
and leave. They don’t need infrastructure. They don’'t need schools. Theyre
you’re best friend if you are looking for a way to combine the beauty and the
growth.

| think that’s all. We are here; we want to help. And really, once again, commend
you for doing this. | commend Supervisor Nelson for being a part of this and for
listening to the coalition. And just whatever we can do, we're here. Thank you.

Mr. Leabough - Thank you. All right. Next we have Dorothy Gay who's
here to speak.

Ms. Gay - Good evening. My name is Dorothy Gay. | live on
Kingsland Road in Henrico County. My first comment has already been made
about having meetings, future meetings at the library.

My next thing is I'm asking the County that no exceptions be made for the
ordinance that controls the signs along Route 5.

| forgot to mention I'm here with Margo Keeles, who is our director at our church
at Laurel Hill, of our weekday school, and we have buses going in and out.

But it's been talked about how it is a scenic byway. And so many tour buses go
up and down, so I'm asking that no signs be made exceptional in size and
everything. Go by what the County has ordered for that.

The bank down there at Strath is a good example of how we’re in keeping of the
history of that. So we’d like to keep that so when the tour buses go up and down.
And it's been brought up that they bring money, the tourists do.

The other thing that really concerns me that | have tonight is I'm asking that we
have guardrail along the corridor opposite Marion Hill as you come up from the
railroad tracks after you pass Rocketts Landing. Especially since they cut the
trees down and put the trail, it's a straight drop down there. And if it's an icy road,
it's very, very dangerous. So I'm asking if we can have a guardrail put there.
Thank you.

Mr. Leabough - Thank you, ma’am. Is there anyone se that did not
have the opportunity to sign up to speak that would like to speak tonight? If you
would, please come forward. Good evening.

Mr. Fisher - Mr. Chairman, members of the Board, my name is

Frederick Fisher. 'm from Charles City County. I've been involved with Varina
and Route 5 all my life, driving up and down. I've been a member of the Varina
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Mr. M ‘son: And thenitw 1’ :yond. And sott ~ 'ty definitely will
be partners with us in this conversation for sure.

Ms. Anderson-Ellis - Excellent. Okay. Thank you very much.

Mr. Gibbons - I’m Dick Gibbons. I'm a licensed landscape architect. |
want to thank you for this opportunity to speak and also share. My wife and |
have lived—we’ve had a home on Route 5 for over 50 years. I'm a “come here.”
My wife’s family was here for hundreds of years, and so that's why | could stay in
Varina. | walk three paces behind her when we’re in Varina. Like the king and the
queen.

But anyway, what | really wanted to say is that over the years I've been
involved—for 50 years—in resource, planning, and management. And | have
accumulated lots of studies on Route 5, all of which predate the ones that | saw
in the slide. | have Stanley Abbott’s original byway plan and study, 1974. The
State of Virginia had a department or division of community affairs and planning.
They did the critical areas report, and only one formal, final, big report was done
by that group, and that was done on Route 5. That was about 1970.

But more important and equally exciting is that we contracted with the University
of Virginia’'s Landscape Architecture Department and Rob McLeod, and they did
a landscape plan for Route 5 from the capital in Richmond to the capital down in
Williamsburg, which showed specific landscape types of applications and views
that needed to be preserved. That was done in 1976, 78 period of time. And | am
prepared to make these and other documents available to your group for use in
this study. | think they’ll be very informative and very useful.

Basically, | have many articles that have been written over the years and some of
the things that we dealt with in the early period of time. And | think the one thing
that we all agree on is it's probably important to keep the character and maintain
the character of the corridor for economic, social, cultural, and a variety of
recreational reasons.

So anything | can do to help, please feel free to call on me. I'll come to the
meetings or you can come see the stuff. But whatever | can do, please let me
know.

Mr. Leabough - Is there anyone else that would lif to speak?
Mr. W ch.
Mr. Welch - Good evening, I'm Randy Welch. I'm actually going to

speak for Henry Nelson because it's not right to have a meeting that Henry
doesn't speak. And what he would say, and what he will say, is that for years
there’s been a museum/visitor's center requested, desired, at Route 5 and 295.
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