
APPENDIX E
DBE POLICY STATEMENT 

It is the policy of the Virginia Department of Transportation that Disadvantaged Business Enterprises 
(DBEs) as defined in 49 CFR Part 26 shall have the maximum opportunity to participate in the 
performance of federally funded consultant contracts.  A list of Virginia Department of Minority 
Business Enterprise certified DBE firms is maintained on their web site 
( http://www.dmbe.state.va.us/ ) under the VDOT DBE Directory link. Consultants are encouraged 
to take all necessary and reasonable steps to ensure that DBEs have the maximum opportunity to 
compete for and perform services on the contract, including participation in any subsequent 
supplemental contracts. If the consultant intends to subcontract a portion of the services on the 
project, the consultant is encouraged to seek out and consider DBEs as potential subcontractors. 
The consultant is encouraged to contact DBEs to solicit their interest, capability and qualifications. 
Any agreement between a consultant and a DBE whereby the DBE promises not to provide services 
to other consultants is prohibited.  

The DBE contract goal for this procurement is 0 %; however, the Department feels that these 
services support 10% DBE participation. 

49 CFR Part 26 requires VDOT to collect certain data about firms attempting to participate in VDOT 
contracts. 

If a DBE is not certified, the DBE must become certified with the Virginia Department of Minority 
Business Enterprise prior to the consultant’s response being submitted.  If a DBE is the prime 
consultant, the firm will receive full credit for planned involvement of their own forces, as well as the 
work that they commit to be performed by DBE subcontractors.  DBE prime consultants are 
encouraged to make the same outreach efforts as other consultants.  DBE credit will be awarded 
only for work actually being performed by themselves and their subcontractors only if the 
subcontractors are DBEs.  A DBE must perform or exercise responsibility for at least 30% of the total 
cost of its contract with its own force. 

DBE certification entitles consultants to participate in VDOT’s DBE program.  However, this 
certification does not guarantee that the firm will obtain VDOT work nor does it attest to the firm’s 
abilities to perform any particular work. 
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